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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program

(L to R) Ben Thomas,
Mareli Sanchez, and
Dr. Terry Ferguson
map out a plan for
Interim 2016.

Volume 6, Issue 13
Independent Interim with Dr. Ferguson

Dr. Savage, Dr. Williams
(Philosophy), and their
students spent the “Design
with Nature” Interim focusing
on biomimicry, natural
building, and permaculture.
The group worked with guest
experts including Margo
Farnsworth (biomimicry),
Kelley Adair (natural paints)
and James Toye (bamboo).
Several of the final projects
developed features in the
Goodall Center garden.

During Interim, ENVS seniors Ben
Thomas and Mareli Sanchez
conducted research with Dr.
Ferguson on the Big Ferguson Creek
watershed near Woodruff, where they
conducted field work and performed
spatial analysis using Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) to
evaluate changes in erosion that have
occurred over time.
Ben and Dr. Ferguson conducted
the field-based portion of the study,
where they used several tools
including a TOTAL station, soil
probe, and a soil auger to create a 450
ft. detailed cross section across the
creek. The new profile was compared
to a previous study done in the 1940s.
Mareli created a GIS database to
represent the watershed using various
forms of data, such as aerial
photographs taken at different time
periods and LiDAR, a high-resolution
mapping system using remote sensing

laser-based technology that analyzes
reflected light and measures
distance. Her data will be used to
assess the severity of erosion as a
result of harsh farming practices
from the 1800s to the present.
Both Ben and Mareli learned how
to design and carry out a research
project and found collaborating with
Dr. Ferguson and other professors to
be a very rewarding and invaluable
experience.

Mareli and Ben overlooking
Big Ferguson Creek during
their Interim research.

1
2

The Fierce Green Fire, Vol. 6 Issue 13

February 4, 2016

Upcoming Events and Opportunities
February 5th

Application Deadline – Urban Water Innovation Network’s Undergraduate Research
Summer Program: Ten students will have the opportunity to learn about transitioning to
sustainable urban water systems during this 8-week program (June 6-July 29). To learn
more about this first-time program visit https://erams.com/UWIN/urp/

February 5th

Application Deadline – Harvard Forest Summer Research Program: Currently accepting
applications for undergraduate students to collaborate with scientists conducting
ecological research. Program dates are May 23-August 5, 2016. For more information,
benefits, and how to apply, visit http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/other-tags/reu

February 16th

Carl Safina to speak at Wofford and USC Upstate: 11:00am in McMillan Theater – “Our
Threatened Oceans” – free and open to the public. Tickets available (Hub City Bookshop or
online www.hubcity.org/safina) for 6:30 VIP reception and 7:30pm keynote presentation,
“Beyond Words: What Animals Think and Feel” in the USC Upstate Campus Life Center.

February 26th

Application Deadline - Biosphere 2 Summer Program: The University of Arizona will
hold a 10-week research experience for undergraduates (June 6-August 12, 2016) in
environmental and Earth system sciences. Stipend, lodging, food allowance, and
travel to/from Tucson, AZ provided for participants. For more information and how
to apply visit: http://biosphere2.org/education/research-experiences-forundergraduates

February 27th

Adopt-A-Stream Chemical & Bacterial Training Workshop: The Chemical Monitoring
workshop is designed to teach volunteers about basic stream water chemistry and how
to conduct the chemical tests using hand-held field equipment. The Bacterial
Monitoring Workshop will teach volunteers how to monitor E. coli levels in their
adopted waterway. Location: USC-Upstate Watershed Ecology Center. To register
for this free workshop, contact Beth Button, BBUTTON@uscupstate.edu.

9:30am-3:30pm

Ongoing

The Grassroots Jobsource at Orion Magazine connects the green leaders of tomorrow
with good work today. Visit http://jobs.orionmagazine.org/ for job postings.

Visit our www.thinkinglikeariver.com website!

PROFILE OF THE WEEK:
Antioch University New England – Environmental Studies
Antioch University, located in New Hampshire,
offers an MS in Environmental Studies with several
different areas of concentration including
Conservation Biology, Environmental Education,
Advocacy for Social Justice and Sustainability, and
Sustainable Development and Climate Change. A
concentration in Science Teacher Certification in
Middle Level Science and Life Sciences is also
available and is the only program of its kind in the
country.
There is also an MS in Resource Management

and Conservation, designed for working
professionals who want to build on their
environmental management skills, and a PhD in
Environmental Studies.
An MBA in Sustainability, also referred to as a
Green MBA, is “the ideal way to prepare yourself for
working in the new green economy.” This business
program is offered through the Department of
Organization and Management. To learn more
visit http://www.antiochne.edu/es/.

